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2005+ Frontier/Xterra Steering Rack Bushing Installation 

Guidance 

 

Materials Needed: 

• SuperPro Steering Rack Bushings (SPF3028K from OffroadGorilla.com) 

• 19mm wrench 

• 19mm socket 

• 22mm wrench 

• 24mm wrench/socket 

• 400 grit sandpaper 

• Pry bar 

• Total Time:  est. 3 hours 

 

Removal/Installation: 

 
1. Remove lower engine skid (if so equipped) 

2. Because of the m205 diff, it makes it tough to remove the steering rack bolts on the driver’s 

side.  To make this easier, we loosed the 3 differential mounting bolts to allow the diff to move 

back slightly. 

3. Remove upper clamp bolt on steering rack (19mm).  This is easiest done by turning the wheel 

full lock to the passenger side and going in through the wheel well.  The bolt is directly above 

the horizontal mounting bolt on the passenger side of the steering rack.   
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4. If you still have the factory swaybar installed, you will probably need to remove the 4 mounting 

bolts to the lower cross member. 

5. Remove the 3 lower horizontal mounting bolts (22mm nut, 24mm bolt head.  With my 

aftermarket bumper, we were able to access all of this easily.  A factory bumper may require 

more work). 

 
6. Once bolts are out, discard these rubber bushings; they will not be reused.  These are thin 

rubber bushings that fit between the rack and frame, and the rack and washer.  The 

replacement bushings have a lip machined onto them that accounts for these. 

 
7. Once the rack is loose, use a pry bar against the cross member to pry out the factory bushings.  

The factory bushings are not tight.  Since the rack is loose at this point, we used a thin piece of 

wood between the diff and steering rack to prevent damage to the aluminum case.  
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8. Using the 400 grit sandpaper, clean and remove all of the remaining rubber material that is 

stuck inside the rack mounts.  Also do the same for the washer and passenger side mount.  We 

used a  wire wheel to clean up the passenger mount. 

 
9. Apply the supplied grease to the bushings, and reinstall.  The driver side bushings are 2 piece 

replacements with a metal sleeve.  Install half of the bushings between the rack and cross 

member first.  Install the other half of the bushings, then install the metal sleeves.  The 

passenger side is shown above. 
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10. You must install all horizontal mounting bolts first, and make sure the metal sleeves line up in 

the frame before tightening down; these are what locate the rack. 

11. Reinstall passenger side bushing clamp and retighten the vertical 19mm accessed through the 

passenger wheel well. 

12. Reinstall the sway bar mounts if you removed.  Retighten the diff mounting bolts if you loosened 

then for install. 

13. Reinstall the lower skid plate. 

 

 

 

These directions were provided to us by our good friend #the_pa_prerunner  

 

 

 


